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. . . When a building is to be erected which is intended to stand for ages, the foundation should be firmly

laid. The constitution proposed to your acceptance, is designed not for yourselves alone, but for

generations yet unborn. The principles, therefore, upon which the social compact is founded, ought to

have been clearly and precisely stated, and the most express and full declaration of rights to have been

made--But on this subject there is almost an entire silence.

If we may collect the sentiments of the people of America, from their own most solemn declarations,

they hold this truth as self evident, that all men are by nature free. No one man, therefore, or any class

of men, have a right, by the law of nature, or of God, to assume or exercise authority over their fellows.

The origin of society then is to be sought, not in any natural right which one man has to exercise
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authority over another, but in the united consent of those who associate. . . . In a state of nature every

individual pursues his own interest; in this pursuit it frequently happened, that the possessions or

enjoyments of one were sacrificed to the views and designs of another; thus the weak were a prey to

the strong, the simple and unwary were subject to impositions from those who were more crafty and

designing. In this state of things, every individual was insecure; common interest therefore directed,

that government should be established, in which the force of the whole community should be collected,

and under such directions, as to protect and defend every one who composed it. The common good,

therefore, is the end of civil government, and common consent, the foundation on which it is

established. To effect this end, it was necessary that a certain portion of natural liberty should be

surrendered, in order, that what remained should be preserved: . . . But it is not necessary, for this

purpose, that individuals should relinquish all their natural rights. Some are of such a nature that they

cannot be surrendered. Of this kind are the rights of conscience, the right of enjoying and defending life,

etc. Others are not necessary to be resigned, in order to attain the end for which government is

instituted, these therefore ought not to be given up. . . . The same reasons which at first induced

mankind to associate and institute government, will operate to influence them to observe this

precaution. If they had been disposed to conform themselves to the rule of immutable righteousness,

government would not have been requisite. It was because one part exercised fraud, oppression, and

violence on the other, that men came together, and agreed that certain rules should be formed, to

regulate the conduct of all, and the power of the whole community lodged in the hands of rulers to

enforce an obedience to them. But rulers have the same propensities as other men; they are as likely to

use the power with which they are vested for private purposes, and to the injury and oppression of

those over whom they are placed, as individuals in a state of nature are to injure and oppress one

another. It is therefore as proper that bounds should be set to their authority, as that government

should have at first been instituted to restrain private injuries.
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